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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH — REFORM 
Statement by Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations) [9.09 am]: I rise to 
inform the house of the McGowan government’s progress with its reform agenda in occupational safety and health. 
Last July, I formed a ministerial advisory panel to advise on the development of a single, harmonised and 
comprehensive work health and safety act. The new act will cover all workplaces in Western Australia and be 
aligned with legislation in other Australian jurisdictions. 
The ministerial advisory panel was chaired by Ms Stephanie Mayman and comprised representatives from the 
public sector, the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of Western Australia, UnionsWA and, additionally, the member for Mount Lawley. I am pleased to advise that on 
Saturday I will be releasing the panel’s recommendations for a period of community consultation, which will run 
until 31 August 2018. The recommendations will be available on the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation 
and Safety’s website. I encourage workplace participants, or any person interested in workplace health and safety, 
to provide comment on the recommendations. Community members are invited to provide their views on any 
aspect of the model work health safety laws that may impact Western Australian workplaces and the community. 
I also welcome additional or alternative proposals to those recommended by the panel. I encourage community 
members to attend one of the modernising work health and safety laws information sessions in Joondalup, Perth, 
Katanning, Albany and Bunbury throughout July. 
Finally, I take this opportunity to thank Ms Mayman for her work as chair and to thank the representatives on the 
panel for their valuable and constructive contributions throughout the process. I look forward to progressing these 
important reforms that continue the McGowan government’s commitment to ensuring the fair and proper treatment 
of Western Australian workers. 
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